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Cap. 159 Legal Practitioners Ordinance 03/07/2023

Interpretation

(1) In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires—

accountant’s report (= 51 Bl #8 %5 ) means a report delivered in
accordance with the provisions of section 8; (Replaced 25 of
1968 s. 2)

Assessment Board (#¥ %% & B & ) means the Higher Rights

Assessment Board established by section 39E; (4ddded 2 of
2010 s. 3)

Association (5t #14}) means an Association registered under Part
1A, (Added 60 of 1994 5. 2)

Bar Council (31 & &) means the Council of the Hong Kong Bar
Association; (Amended 70 of 1991 5. 2)

barrister (X2 M) means a person who is enrolled as a barrister on
the roll of barristers and who, at the material time, is not
suspended from practice;

client (£ 3 A), except in relation to non-contentious business,
includes any person who as principal or on behalf of another
person retains or employs, or is about to retain or employ, a
solicitor, and any person who is or may be liable to pay a
solicitor’s costs;

common law jurisdiction (Z 85 8 A B 8 &) means a
jurisdiction in which the law is substantially based on the
common law; (Added 2 of 2010 s. 3)

contentious business (FF#AE ) includes any business done by a
solicitor in any court, whether as a solicitor or as an advocate;

costs (R E -~ B E) includes fees, charges, disbursements,
expenses and remuneration;

Costs Committee (5 7% B % 8 2 ) means the Costs Committee
appointed under section 74;

Council 32E E) means, in relation to the Law Society, the council
of the Society elected in accordance with the provisions of its
articles of association; (Added 52 of 1980 s. 2. Amended 27 of
1998s. 5)

Council of the Society of Notaries (2 & AH ZEE Z) means the
Council of Management of that society appointed in

accordance with the provisions of its articles of
association; (Added 27 of 1998 5. 5)

Court (3% %2) means the Court of First Instance; (Amended 92 of
1975 5. 59; 25 0f 1998 s. 2)

employee ({8 B) includes a former employee; (Added 25 of 1968 s.
2

foreign firm (9hh 72 ET4T) means a law firm or sole practitioner
that is registered as a foreign firm under Part IIIA; (4dded 60
of 1994 s. 2. Amended 23 of 1998 s. 2)

Jforeign jurisdiction (9N E17EE 2 &) means a jurisdiction other
than Hong Kong; (Added 60 of 1994 s. 2. Amended 23 of 1998
5. 2)

foreign law ( 9 1 5% 2 ) means the law of a foreign
jurisdiction; (Added 60 of 1994 5. 2. Amended 23 of 1998 s. 2)

foreign lawyer (9N H1£EB) means a person registered as a foreign
lawyer under Part IIA; (Added 60 of 1994 5. 2. Amended 23 of
1998 5. 2)

higher rights of audience (8 & 475 B3 4 B 38 5 #) has the
meaning given by section 39H(3); (Added 2 of 2010 5. 3)

higher rights of audience certificate (BERERLERSESE
£) means a certificate issued under section 39P; (4ddded 2 of
2010s. 3)

Hong Kong firm (& &#2EM1T) means a law firm in which—
(a) all of the partners are solicitors; or
(b) the sole practitioner of which is a solicitor; (Added 60 of
1994 5. 2. Amended 42 of 2000 s. 2)

non-contentious business (3F F A 5 7§ ) includes any business
connected with sales, purchases, leases, mortgages and other
matters of conveyancing;

notary public (/2 & A) means a person who is registered on the
register of notaries public and who, at the material time, is not
suspended from practice;

partnership (S %) includes a limited liability partnership as
defined by section TAA, (Added 22 0f 2012 5. 3)

Postgraduate Certificate in Laws (752 F % 38 &) means a
Postgraduate Certificate in Laws awarded by the University of
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Hong Kong, the City University of Hong Kong, the City
Polytechnic of Hong Kong or The Chinese University of Horig
Kong; (Added | of 1992 s. 2. Amended 100 of 1994 5. 5; 10 of
2008 s. 34)

practising certificate (3355 2) means—

(a) a certificate issued by the Society under section
6; (Amended 27 of 1998 s. 5)

(b) a certificate issued by the Bar Council under section 30;
and (Replaced 58 of 1976 5. 2. Amended 70 of 1991 s. 2;
27 0f 1998 5. 5)

(c) a certificate issued by the Society of Notaries under
section 40E; (ddded 27 of 1998 5. 5)

qualified person (5 & ¥ A =) means a person qualified for
admission as a solicitor; (4dded 50 of 1982 s. 2)

register of notaries public (A A FEMACER M) means the register
kept by the Registrar in accordance with the provisions of
section 40C; (Amended 27 of 1998 s. 5)

Registrar (S5 % ¥ E) means the Registrar of the High Court and
any senior deputy registrar, deputy registrar or assistant
registrar of the High Court; (Amended 25 of 1998 5. 2; 10 of
2005 s. 175)

roll of barristers (X 12 £l & 5C fl} ) means the roll kept by the
Registrar in accordance with the provisions of section 29;

roll of solicitors (£ E1 8 iC.f) means the roll kept by the Registrar
in accordance with the provisions of section 5;

Society and Law Society (12818 ) mean The Law Society of Hong
Kong; (Replaced 14 of 1970 s. 2. Amended 27 of 1998 5. 5)

Society of Notaries (/238 A% &) means the body known as Hong
Kong Society of Notaries incorporated with limited liability
under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) as in force at the
time and having among its objects the promotion of proper
professional standards among notaries public, the regulation of
the practice of notaries public and the performance or
discharge of such duties or responsibilities as may be
conferred on it under this Ordinance; (Added 27 of 1998 s. 5.
Amended L.N. 206 of 2003; 28 of 2012 ss. 912 & 920)

solicitor ({2 £i) means a person who is enrolled on the roll of
solicitors and who, at the material time, is not suspended from
practice;

solicitor advocate (FA¥3 72 E) means a person who has higher rights
of audience under Part I1IB; (Added 2 of 2010 s. 3)

= 5

trainee solicitor contract (2 & 2 Bl & %) means a contract in
writing, whether entered into before or after the
commencement of this Ordinance, under which a person is
employed as an articled clerk or trainee solicitor for the
purpose of being admitted as a solicitor; (Added 70 of 1991 s.
2

unqualified person (5 & # A 1) means a person who is not a
solicitor.

(Amended 70 of 1991 s. 2; 61 of 1992 s. 2)

(1A) In this Ordinance, a reference to the Department of Justice

shall, in relation to any period of time before 1 July 1997, be
deemed to be a reference to the then Legal
Department. (Added 11 of 1999 5. 3)

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that any
conduct of a trainee solicitor or employee of a solicitor which
would reasonably be regarded as disgraceful, dishonourable or
discreditable by a solicitor of good repute shall be deemed
misconduct. (Added 25 of 1968 s. 2. Amended 1 of 1981 s. 2;
700/ 1991 5. 13)

(3) Any rules made under section 73(1)(d) or (f) shall, subject to
section 73(3) and unless the context otherwise requires, apply

to a qualified person as they apply to a solicitor. (Added 50 of
1982 5. 2)

Solicitor not to act as agent for unqualified person
(1) No solicitor shall wilfully and knowingly—

(a) act as agent in any action or in any matter in bankruptcy
for any unqualified person; or

(b) permit his name to be made use of in any such action or
matter upon the account or for the profit of any
unqualified person; or

(c) (Repealed 60 of 1994 5. 38)

(d) do any other act enabling any unqualified person to
appear, act or practise in any respect as a solicitor in any
such action or matter.
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(2) Where it appears to a Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal or to the
Court that a solicitor has acted in contravention of this section,
the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal or the Court shall order his
name to be struck off the roll of solicitors. (Amended 61 of
1992 5. 6)

(3) Where the Court orders the name of a solicitor to be struck off
the roll in respect of an offence under this section, it may
further order that the unqualified person who was enabled by
the conduct of the offender to act or practise as a solicitor shall
be imprisoned for any period not exceeding 1 year.

[cf 1957 ¢. 27 5. 34 UK.]

No costs for unqualified person

No costs in respect of anything done by an unqualified person
acting as a solicitor shall be recoverable in any action, suit or matter
by any person whomsoever.

[cf 1957 ¢ 27 5. 23 UK]

Application of penal provisions to body corporate

(1) If any act is done by a body corporate, or by any director,
officer or servant thereof, of such a nature or in such a manner
as to be calculated to imply that the body corporate is qualified
or recognized by law as qualified to act as a solicitor, the body
corporate shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine of $500,000, and, in the case of
an act done by a director, officer or servant of the body
corporate, such person shall also be guilty of an offence and
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of
$500,000. (Amended 46 of 1989 ss. 11 & 13)

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that in
sections 45, 45A, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 and 50B, references to
unqualified persons and to persons include references to a
body corporate. (Amended 2 of 2010 5. 7)

(Amended 60 of 1994 5. 40)
[cf 1957 ¢. 275 22UK]
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